Figure 1.2. A selection of thermometers. In the center are two liquid-in-glass
thermometers, which measure the expansion of mercury (for higher temperatures)
and alcohol (for lower temperatures). The dial thermometer to the right measures
the turning of a coil of metal, while the bulb apparatus behind it measures the
pressure of a fixed volume of gas. The digital thermometer at left-rear uses a
thermocouple—a junction of two metals—which generates a small temperature-
dependent voltage. At left-front is a set of three potter’s cones, which melt and
droop at specified clay-firing temperatures.



