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TiIME FOR THE STARS

MORE THAN ONCE IN THE PAST DECADE, I've been drawn
into a heated discussion over the vast sums being budgeted
toward a military defense in space. Much of this money has
been suddenly offered to the scientific community. Should it
be accepted? For me, in addition to the ethical and practical
questions, this raises the issue of applied science versus pure
science.

I am worried that our country has become increasingly
shortsighted to the value of pure science. One recent example
was the court-ordered breakup of American Telegraph and
Telephone, leaving its basic research group, Bell Laboratories,
in a vulnerable spot. Another was the congressional veto of a
relatively cheap cxplbratory mission to Halley’s Comet, which
visits the solar system only once in a lifetime. Certainly, few
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Dance ror Two

even, we are mortal; but in dealing with truth we are

immortal, and need fear no change or accident.

Pure science deals with truth, and there is no greater gift we
can pass to our descendants. Truth never goes out of style.
Hundreds of years from now, when automobiles bore us, we
will still treasure the discoveries of Kepler and Einstein, along
with the plays of Shakespeare and the symphonies of
Beethoven. The civilization of ancient Greece has vanished,
but not the Pythagorean theorem.

Some years ago, I went to Font-de-Gaume, a prehistoric
cave in France. The walls inside are adorned with Cro-
Magnon paintings done fifteen thousand years ago, graceful
drawings of horses and bison and reindeer. One particular
painting I remember vividly. Two reindeer face each other,
antlers touching. The two figures are perfect, and a single
loose flowing line joins them both, blending them into one.
The light was dim, and the colors had faded some, but I was
spellbound. If our civilization can leave something like that

for posterity, it will be worth every penny.
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